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Getcha Head In the Game: The Basics of Basketball 

By Trisha Mahoney  

 
Basketball is one of the world’s most beloved sports, and professional basketball players are some of 
the biggest stars around the world. It is for this reason that it was decided the best way to integrate the 
Lilliputians into modern society would be to have them compete in basketball.  
 
Now that you have your very own team, it is time to learn how the rules work. First, here are the basics:  
 
Basketball is a game played by two teams of five players each. The goal of the game is to score more 
points in the opponent’s basket then they have scored in yours by the time that the game is over. The 
team that has scored the most points by the end of the game is the winner.  
 
For professional games, each game has four quarters that run 10 
 minutes long. In-between each of these quarters, there is a couple minute break for the players to rest 
and the coach to fill them in on new strategies and plays for the upcoming quarter.  
 
Points are scored by shooting the basketball into the opponent’s basket. Each basket is worth two 
points, unless it is past the three point line, where the basket will then be worth three points. Free 
throws, which are awarded based on fouls, are worth one point each. The amount of shots that a player 
has been fouled against will receive is based on the severity of the foul.  
 
The team that has the ball is called the offense and the team without the ball is called the defense. The 
ball is moved up and down the court by dribbling.  
 
Positions  
 
Center: You will want one person who is designated 
as your center for the game. They are generally your 
tallest player, and they will be positioned near the 
basket.  
 

Offense: The goal is to get open for a  
pass and then shoot. The center is also  
responsible for blocking defenders so  
that other players can get closer to the  
basket for shooting.  

 
Defense: The main responsibility becomes 

blocking the opponents from scoring. They  
are also expected to get a lot of rebounds.  
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Forward: There will be two forwards for each team, these will probably be your next tallest 
players. They typically operate on the wings and the corner areas.  
 
Offense: They should try to get free for passes from other players, taking shots at the  
basket, and getting rebounds from missed shots.  

 
Defense: Prevent offense players from getting to the goal or rebounding.  

 
Guard: Two guards will be necessary for each team, and they will probably be your shortest 
players.  

 
Offense: The main responsibilities on offense are to set up plays for the other players  
on your team, and ensure that the ball gets passed around. They also need to be able  
to shoot from far away, since they will be the farthest from the basket generally.  

 
Defense: The guards are responsible for stealing passes and preventing drives to the  
basket, as well as blocking offensive players from their teammates to prohibit passing. 

 
Fouls 
 
Charging  
A foul is committed when an offensive player pushes or runs 

over a defensive player.  
 
Blocking 
When the defensive player does not establish their blocking 

position in time to prevent  
an offensive player’s drive to the basket without unnecessary 

or extraneous personal  
contact.  

 
Flagrant Foul 
Violent contact with an opponent that includes hitting, kicking, 

and punching.  
 
 

 
Intentional Foul  

When a player makes physical contact with another player “with no reasonable effort  
to steal the ball”  

 
Technical Foul  

Foul Language, obscene gestures, or excessive arguing of players or coaches  
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Violations  
  
Walking/Traveling 

 A player with the ball cannot take more than one step once they have stopped dribbling  
 
Carrying/Palming  

A player cannot dribble with their hand too far to the side or under the ball  
 
Double Dribble 

Either dribbling, picking up the ball, and then dribbling again or dribbling the ball with 
both hands  
 
Backcourt Violation  

Once the offense has brought the ball across the mid-court line, they cannot go back 
across that line during that possession 
 
 
Read More Here:  

 

Breakthrough Basketball. Basketball Basics for New Players and Coaches -- Learn the Basic  
Rules, Concepts, Court Layouts, and Player Positions . Retrieved from:  
https://www.breakthroughbasketball.com/basics/basics.html 

 
Federation of International Basketball Associations. FIBA Official Basketball Regulations.  

March 2017. Retrieved from: 
http://www.fiba.com/documents/2017/OfficialBasketballRulesOfficialInterpretations.p
df 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 



 
 
 

FIBA: There Are A Lot Of Rules  

By Trisha Mahoney  
 
Some people would say that the NBA is the best basketball league in the world, but here at Federation 
for International Basketball Associations (FIBA), we play by a different set of rules. Literally.  
 
With FIBA, there are a lot of rules. Some of them apply to you, and others, well, you’re all six inches tall. 
So here is the abbreviated rule-book. It should have everything you need to know. We provided some 
helpful tidbits in a different color for you.  
 
Rule Two - Court And Equipment  
 
2.4 Lines  
     All lines shall be drawn in white colour, 5 cm in width and clearly visible.  
 
2.4.1 Boundary Line 
         The playing court shall be limited by the  

boundary line, consisting of the endlines  
and the  sidelines. These lines are not part of the 
playing court.  

 
         Any obstruction including seated team bench  

personnel shall be at least 2 m from the  
         playing court.  
 
2.4.2 Centre Line, Centre Circle and Free Throw 
Semi-Circles  

The centre line shall be marked parallel to  
the endlines from the mid-point of the  
sidelines. It shall extend 0.15 m beyond  
each sideline. The centre line is part of the  
backcourt.  

 
The centre circle shall be marked in the  
centre of the playing court and have a radius of 
1.80 m measured to the outer edge of the 
circumference. If the inside of the centre circle is painted, it must be the same colour as the 
restricted areas.  

 
The free-throw semi-circles shall be marked on the playing court with a radius of 1.80 m  
measured to the outer edge of the circumference and with their centres at the  
mid-point of the free throw lines.  

4 



 
 
 

 
2.4.3 Free-Throw Lines, Restricted Areas and Free-Throw Rebound Place s 

The free-throw line shall be drawn parallel to each endline. It shall have its furthest edge 5.80 m 
from the inner edge of the endline and shall be 3.60 m long. Its mid-point shall lie on the imaginary line 
joining the mid-point of the 2 endlines.  
 
2.4.4 3 Point Field Goal Area  

The team’s 3-point field goal area shall be the entire floor area of the playing court,  
except for the area near the opponent's’ basket, limited by and including:  

● The 2 parallel lines extending from and perpendicular to the endline, with the outer 
edge 0.90 m from the inner edge of the sidelines.  

● An arc of radius 6.75 m measured from the point on the floor beneath the exact centre 
of the opponents’ basket to the outer edge of the arc. The distance of the point on the 
floor from the inner edge of the mid-point of the endline is 1.575 m. The arc is joined to 
the parallel lines.  

 Good Luck building all of this, Phil Jackson.  
 
Article 3 Equipment  

The following equipment will be required:  
● Backstop units, consisting of  

○ Backboards 
○ Baskets comprising (pressure release) rings and nets 
○ Backboard support structures including padding  

● Basketballs  
● Game clock  
● Scoreboard  
● Shot clock  
● Stopwatch or suitable (visible) device (not the game clock) for timing time-outs  
● 2 separate, distinctly different and loud signals, one of each for the  

○ Shot clock operator  
○ scorer/timer  

● Scoresheet 
● Player foul markers  
● Team foul markers  
● Alternating possession arrows  
● Playing floor  
● Playing court  
● Adequate lighting  

This all is also funded by you guys. 
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Article 6 Captain: Duties and Powers  
 

 
 
6.1 The captain (CAP) is a player designated by his coach to represent his team on the playing court. He 
may communicate in a courteous manner with the officials during the game to obtain information, 
however, only when the ball becomes dead and the game clock is stopped.  
 
Article 7 Coaches: Duties and Powers  
 
7.5 Either the coach or the assistant, but only one of them at any given time, is permitted to remain 
standing during the game. They may address the players verbally during the game provided they 
remained within their team bench area. The assistant coach shall not address the officials. 
 
7.6 If there is an assistant coach...he shall assume all duties and powers of the coach if, for any reason, 
the coach is unable to continue 
 
Article 12 Jump Ball and Alternating Possession  
 
12.12 A held ball occurs when one or more players from opposing teams have one or both hands firmly 
on the ball so that neither player can gain control without undue roughness. 
 
Article 13 How the Ball is Played  
 
13.1 During the game, the ball is played with the hand(s) only and may be passed, thrown, tapped, rolled, 
or dribbled in any direction, subject to the restrictions of the rules 
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Article 16 Goal: When Made and Its Value  
 
16.1.1 A goal is made when a live ball enters a basket from above and remains within or passes through 
the basket. The ball is considered to be within the basket when the slightest part of the ball is within 
and below the level of the ring.  
 
16.2.4 If a player causes the entire ball to pass through the basket from below, it is a violation 
 
Article 17 Throw-In  
 17.1 Definition  
 
17.1.1. A throw-in occurs when the ball is passed into the playing court by the out-of-bounds player 
taking the throw-in  

Potentially suited best for Michael Jordan, since he can actually pass the ball… 
 
17.2. Procedure  
 
17.2.1 An official must hand or place the ball at the disposal of the player taking the throw-in.  
 
17.3 Rule  
 
17.3.1 The player taking the throw-in shall not:  

● Take more than 5 seconds to release the ball  
 
17.4 Penalty 

The Ball is awarded to the opponents for a throw-in at the place of the original throw-in  
 

Just so you guys know, this penalty point was outlined in red. It should be taken very  
seriously. So make sure to get rid of that ball right away for the throw-in  

 
36.1 Rules of conduct  
 
36.1.2 Each team shall do its best to secure victory, but this must be done in the spirit of sportmanship 
and fair play.  
 
36.2 Violence  
 
36.2.1 Acts of Violence may occur during the game, contrary to the spirit of sportsmanship and fair play. 
These should be stopped immediately by the officials and, if necessary, by public order enforcement 
officers.  

Later in the rules, it also says that the violent acts must be observed in order for the  
referees to call off play.  
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36.3.1 Excessive swinging of elbows can get you a technical foul. Keep that in mind.  
 
Article 46: Referee: Duties and Powers  
 
46.4 Not permit any player to war objects that may cause injury to other players  

Basically, if the referee doesn’t catch it, it could be fair game.  
 
Article 47 Officials: Duties and powers 
 
47.3 When deciding a personal contact or violation, the officials shall, in each instance, have regard to 
and weigh up on the following fundamental principles:  

● The spirit and intent of the rules and the need to uphold the integrity of the game  
● Consistency in application of the concept of ‘advantage/disadvantage’. The officials 

should not seek to interrupt the flow of the game unnecessarily in order to penalise 
incidental personal contact which does not give the player responsibility an advantage 
nor place his opponent at a disadvantage.  

● Consistency in the application of common sense to each game, bearing in mind the 
abilities of the players concerned and their attitude and conduct during the game.  

So here’s the real deal: the officials might give you some leniency in some of the rules  
because you are tiny and disadvantaged.  

 
D - The Classification of Teams 
 
D.1 Procedure  
 
D.1.1 Teams shall be classified according to their win-loss record, namely 2 points for each game won, 1 
point for each game lost (including lost by default) and 0 points for a game lost by forfeit.  
 
Read More Here:  

 

Federation of International Basketball Associations. FIBA Official Basketball Regulations.  
Mar. 2017. Retrieved from: 
http://www.fiba.com/documents/2017/OfficialBasketballRulesOfficialInterpretations.p
df 

 
National Basketball Association. NBA Officiating News, Rulebook, and Referee Operations. 8 Feb.  

2017. Retrieved From:  
http://www.nba.com/news/officiating 

 
 
 

8 



 
 
 

Mercenary Basketball Players: You Need One  

By Trisha Mahoney  

 
Mercenary athletes: one of the most highly contested topics in the world of professional sports. While 
some view mercenary players as greedy individuals only concerned with making money, others view 
mercenary players as people who love the sport and just want to play it.  
 
A mercenary basketball player is someone who plays basketball professionally in a country in which 
they are not a citizen of, or gain citizenship to this country only by being a player on a professional 
basketball team.  
 
These types of players are becoming increasingly popular in professional games such as basketball, as 
teams try every advantage that they can to win, including hiring better players from different countries. 
Many county leagues put regulations on how many mercenary players are allowed on each team. For 
example, China only allows two mercenary basketball players for each team in their national league. The 
purpose of this is to maintain who the league is for.  
 
Generally, being a mercenary basketball player is also mutually beneficial for the player themselves. As 
Brook Larmer from Time Magazine writes, “For some observers, this growing trend is a symbol of how 
sports transcends national borders, giving athletes a chance to escape hardship, train with better 
coaches, or compete in sports that are saturated with talent back home.”  
 
Oftentimes, being a mercenary basketball player is the only option for people wanting to be 
professional basketball players. This is true specifically for Americans. The National Basketball 
Association (NBA) in the US is considered the best basketball league in the world. Therefore, it also is 
the most difficult to get into.  
 
Many basketball players who get turned down from the NBA have to turn to other countries to play 
basketball professionally. This is really great for Lilliput because these rejectees will definitely be better 
than the players that you have available to you, but they are probably disheartened by their failure to 
compete in the NBA, so they will cost much less money than an NBA player.  
 
Some players have gone from being rejected at the NBA to getting great acclaim as basketball players 
overseas. Then the hope is that they would become sought after by the NBA, with their newfound fame 
and gained experience as an added bonus for the NBA and the team that they are chosen for.  
 
While the NBA has strict wage caps and minimums as well as other pesky standards that must be met 
as to the caretaking of their players, other leagues do not have such strict requirements. This means 
that more desperate players might accept a job that pays much less than they are worth and has much 
worse conditions, just so that they have a job doing what they love professionally. Some mercenary 
players can even be contracted to play for no cost at all.  
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On the opposite spectrum as this, there are really famous players who will offer themselves to a team 
for the highest bidder. They also can use this opportunity to make demands that they would not be able 
to make in a higher league. Some of these known requests have been: funding for a record album or 
legal name changing.  
 
Since the Lilliputian Existers might not have an excess of multi-million dollar salaries that you are able 
to compensate for, we would definitely suggest finding a good-enough player who is low on prospects 
at the moment. They can become the star of your team.  
 
 
Read More Here:  

 

Hampton, Blake. “Top 15 Bigget Mercenaries in Sports History.” The Sportster. 14 Aug. 2015. Retrieved  
From:  
http://www.thesportster.com/entertainment/top-15-biggest-mercenaries-in-sports-history/ 

 
Larmer, Brook. “The Year Of the Mercenary Athlete”. Time Magazine. 12 Aug.  2008. Retrieved From:  

http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1833856,00.html 
 
Yardley, Jim. Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, An American Coach, and Two Cultures  

Clashing. Random House, New York. Print.  
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The Great Sports Debate: Numbers vs Heart 

By Trisha Mahoney  

 
Sports are not about numbers. Sports are about heart. There has been a trend in sports lately, starting 
with baseball and slowly spreading through the rest (including basketball), that is trying to use 
numbers to qualify players.  
 
This rise in statistics’ role in sports is due to the general of the Oakland A’s, Billy Beane, which is 
popularized by the 2003 book “Moneyball”. Beane’s baseball team started being run, not by the 
decisions of the recruiters and their instincts about players, but instead on the numbers that these 
players were putting forth. Beane determined that players with a higher percentage of getting on base 
would be able to score more runs for the team. This led to the Oakland A’s drawing more consistently 
more walks than anyone else in the league, which many believe was a strategy that is against the spirit 
of the game.  

 
One of the problems with this theory, is that it 
was founded by fans. All of the 
number-crunching began as a way for fans to 
know more about the players that they were 
rooting for. It became essential for how fans 
chose players for their fantasy leagues. From 
there, it transitioned to being a method that 
professional teams hopped onto the 
bandwagon.  
 
What this destroys in the end is the heart of the 
game. As Steve Kettmann writes, “One of the 
charms of basebal... is the exhilarating 
departure it offers from the noisy bustle of daily 

life. Come early for batting practice, have a scoring book ready to capture the game in pencil and lean 
back to take in the crisp musicality of a ball hit on the screw or track the near-perfect routine a fleet 
outfielder takes to run down a fly ball in the gap.”  
 
The sports that we watch are not just about the numbers that we can see, but the people that we see 
participating. The characters of the athletes come alive when they have a frustrating moment or 
accomplish something truly great. We are excited by sports because of the essentially and necessary 
human element. Computers cannot accomplish what the people can, and therefore they have no space 
in decision-making for professional sports. Statistics are fine but “not when the numbers begin to 
eclipse a more nuanced appreciation of baseball.”  
 
As Bruce Bochy, the manager of the San Francisco Giants states, “I watch the game. You don’t see me 
writing down a lot of things or having to look down at stats. They’re important, but there are some 
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things you can’t see on a spreadsheet.” There has even been scientific evidence than when it comes to 
shooting in every sport, the best thing for the athlete to do is empty their mind. This is a practice that 
everyone else needs to take to heart.  
 
The success that the Oakland A’s had has brought credibility to this way of thinking. It is becoming 
more popular across sports and being used to make important decisions. The real question is, do we 
really want to destroy the game this way?  
 
Read More Here:  

 

Kettmann, Steve. “Don’t Let Statistics Ruin Baseball.” New York Times. 8 Apr. 2015. Retrieved from:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/08/opinion/baseball-by-the-numbers.html?_r=0 

 
Lewis, Michael. Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game. W.W. Norton & Company, New York.  

2004.  
 
Steinberg, Leigh. “Changing the Game: The Rise of Sports Analytics. Forbes Sports.” 18 Aug. 2015.  

Retrieved from:  
https://www.forbes.com/sites/leighsteinberg/2015/08/18/changing-the-game-the-rise-of-sport
s-analytics/#12e0daf34c1f 
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Put Me In, Coach: Coaching Tactics 

By Trisha Mahoney  

 
We understand that giving up your monarchy and making the transition to a democracy might be a big 
shift. However, the great news is that being a basketball coach gives a similar feel for power as being 
emperor!  
 
The most visual aspect of your job is during the actual games 
and press conferences. This is where the majority of the public 
will be able to see your leadership style, so make sure that you 
are always calm, cool, and collected during these proceedings. A 
coach is the highest ranking representative of the team, and 
how you conduct yourself in public will be the reflection of the 
team’s personality in your league.  
 
However, your primary goal as the coach is to lead your team 
towards victory. In order to do that, you must lead practices and 
games. As Henry Kasper writes in his article, “When the Job’s a 
Game,” that the job of a coach is to “train athletes for 
competition by holding practice session to perform drill, 
improve skills, techniques, and conditioning, and correct 
weaknesses. Using their expertise in sports, coaches and sports instructors advise players about proper 
form and technique to help athletes play to their potential. They evaluate the athletes and their 
opponents to devise a competitive strategy.” 
 
The coach of a basketball team has to be the most versed in a variety of basketball strategies and 
tactics for every situation in a game. While the players may be on the ones on the court, you have to set 
up for the work for them beforehand. This will help them make those necessary split second decisions 
in the moment. It is your job to do the research on the best basketball teams in history and try to 
emulate them or create your own strategies to victory.  
 
One of the most important thing that a coach does is build the relationship of the team. In order to 
succeed on the court, they have to trust each other as people and as players. Studies have shown that 
the relationships between team members begins with the coach. In the 2012 study on “Differential 
Treatment Within Sports Teams,” team members who experienced a better, more positive working 
relationship with their coach evaluated the atmosphere of their team more positively. 
 
However, this same study also concluded that team members who perceived a higher degree of social 
differential treatment between the coach and various players did not evaluate their team performance 
less positively.  
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The coach is the real player who sets the tone for the entire team. It is a large job but with Coach 
Jackson’s years of experience as Emperor of Lilliput, we cannot imagine someone in your country more 
suited for the job.  
 
Read More Here:  

 

Fryer, Tony. “5 Keys to Being a Great Basketball Coach.” USA Basketball. 26 Dec. 2014. Retrieved From:  
https://www.usab.com/youth/news/2010/10/5keys-to-being-a-great-basketball-coach.aspx  

 
Kasper, Henry. “When the Job’s A GAme: Athletes, Coaches, Sports Officials, and Related Workers.”  

Occupations Outlook Quarterly 45.1 (2001): 23-29. OmniFile Full Text Select (H.W. Wilson). Web. 
17 Feb. 2017 

 
Van Breukelen, W., Van der Leeden, R., Wesselius, W. and Hoes, M. “Differential Treatment within  

Sports Teams, Leader-Member (Coach-Player) Exchange Quality, Team Atmosphere, and Team  
Performance.” 2012. J. Organiz. Behav., 22: 43-63. DOI: 1-.1002/job.735 
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Press Conference Tactics: The Life of a Sports Reporter  

By Trisha  Mahoney  

 
Here you are at the precipice of something grand! You are a the forefront of history, in the process of 
discovering a new land. You are taking sports reporting to a whole new level of discovery. You are 
absolutely interviewing the worst basketball team that will ever play. Could it get better than this?  
 
Now, even though this is an incredibly rich opportunity, you have to keep in mind your reporting basics. 
Such as, you have to make sure to maintain objective no matter how many interactions you have with a 
team, their players or their coach. Athletes and coaches tend to get emotional in interactions with the 
press and you do not want to jeopardize your access to the source of the information.  
 

 
 

There have been many instances where coaches have gotten upset with a reporter and banned them 
from press conferences or from interviewing the team. As the news center that you work for is 
dependent on the information that you are able to glean from interviews with the team members and 
coaches, As Lowes and Gasher write in their 2001 article, “Inside the Sports Pages,” “In the era of 
all-sports television channels, jock-talk radio shows, and specialty-sports magazines, a daily newspaper 
is far more dependent upon its local major-league franchise than that franchise is dependent on any 
one newspaper or any one reporter.”  
 
However, the sports team is also dependent upon you. The team needs the publicity in order to gain an 
increased following of fans. This will be especially important for the new team, the Existers, to develop. 
Their is a mutual dependency between teams and the media which make professional sports the 
popular recreational viewing that it is today.  
 
Even though this is the case, be warned that many of the people that you will work with in the sports 
industry will try to pretend that it is not. “The athletes, coaches, and managers who, in principle at 
least, need the media to survive, regularly intimidate, abuse, and simply ignore reporters with impunity. 
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Even the most conscientious of sportswriters learns to accept that it is the professional sports team 
which decide and enforce the rules of engagement: when and where they can conduct interviews; what 
kinds of questions are permissible; what kinds of subjects can be broached; who can be accredited; 
what kinds of information reporters have access to” (Lowes).  
 
This may be flexible in the specific situation that you are in, since the Lilliputians will have little 
pre-conceived connotations of the media. You may be able to use this to your advantage. Remember 
that while you are looking for the respect from the people that you cover, you should be more 
concerned about the other journalists and how they will view the work that you put out.  
 
The truth is that the sports section is one of the most consistently read or viewed portion of any sort of 
news center. This is regardless of the reported “excitement” or lack thereof contained within the 
reporting of the sports. Viewers will watch or read content in the sports section regardless of how 
exciting, different, or original the content within is. It is primarily beneficial for newsites because it 
entertains a main target group, which is mean between the ages of 18 and 49.  
 
As sports reporters, you have the advantage of status. Sports writers are some of the highest paid 
reporters with salaries regularly between $150,000 and $350,000. Don’t ever forget that you are 
earning more money than most individuals playing in the game, especially in lower leagues like the one 
that you are covering in Lilliput.  
 
 
Read More Here:  

 

Lowes, M.D., & Gasher, M. (2001). “Inside the Sports Pages: Work Routines, Professional Ideologies,  
and the Manufacture of Sports News.” Canadian Journal of Communication, 26(2), 313-315.  
Retrieved from:  
http://ezproxy.depaul.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.ezproxy.depaul.edu/docview/21959
7111?accountid=10477 
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Who Was Gulliver? 

By: Mariah Schultz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote Featured in Photo: “I lay all this while, as the reader may believe, in great uneasiness.” - Page 8 
 
No, I’m not talking about the famous travel agency Gulliver’s Travel. I’m not talking about Jack Black in 
the film adaptation of Gulliver’s Travels that everyone tries to forget (like most of Jack Black’s movies). 
I’m talking about the original Gulliver. Who was Gulliver and why is he mentioned so much in Lilliput? 
 
Gulliver is known as the very first human sized traveler to Lilliput or for us, the first giant to stumble 
upon Lilliput. Basically, it’s the same as any love story. We welcomed him, courted him, adored him as 
the apple of our eye. We dined with him, built him his own house, and even put our armor down letting 
down our defenses to accept him into our 
community. 
 
That is of course after we captured, chained, and 
imprisoned him. But we gave him everything our 
home, our hearts, the way of how to properly crack 
eggs, and our food! And boy did he eat, he was eating 
everyone out of house and home. Like twenty 
Goldilocks in one! 
 
And then, Gulliver threw all our kindness away. We simply asked him to help us fight in brutal warfare 
and destruction against our annoying neighbors, the Blefuscudians. Granted, Gulliver fought he did. 
But apparently Gulliver wouldn’t go all the way with us! After the battle, he wouldn’t allow us to force 
the Blefuscudians land to become a province of Lilliput. 
 
Well, this didn’t sit well with anyone least of all the Emperor. Gulliver was immediately brought up with 
charges of treasons. His punishment ultimately was to blind him for being unable to see our way of 
thinking. The ministers also planned to starve him because like I said the giant ate. 
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And apparently for some reason Gulliver didn’t take the termination of our relationship well because HE 
PEED ALL OVER OUR LAND. Yeah, you heard it right he publicly urinated on our land and on our people! 
 
Granted, at the same time there was a fire on our land that was a threat to our very civilization, but you 
can’t actually forget when someone literally pees on your land! Some lines just shouldn’t be crossed. 

 
Anyway, Gulliver sadly got away before he could pay for his latest 
disturbing charge. Don’t know how or why, but boy were we glad to get 
rid of him.  
 
Though it almost caused the downfall of Lilliput, Gulliver’s story still 
haunts us. His story was documented by famous satirical author 
Jonathan Swift. He of course has his version whereas we all know the 
truth and so does Gulliver. He may have never come back, but we are all 
left with what he did to our civilization. 
 
I guess if you want to read some fiction for fun you can check it out at 
your local library or for free online on the Project Gutenberg website. 
You might as well as there’s nothing else to do here. 
  

 
Jonathan Swift: The Original Swiftie  
 
Swift is accredited with writing Gulliver’s Travels, the 
tale of a man whose name is still too soon to be 
brought up thousands of years laters. He is to blame 
for years of mistrust and hurt toward those humans 
(who are totally beloved and cooler now).  
 
With our Michael Jordan, Swift shared things in 
common with him. He grew up a sickly child and so 
in order for his mother to give him his best chance, 
she gave him to his uncle as his father had died. His uncle cared for him and sent him to the best 
private school in England where Swift was in an entirely new world coming from poverty to privilege. 
Aside from tough familial upbringing and venturing into unknown territory, Swift also had to overcome 
differences with his mate. His love, Esther, whom he met when she was eight years old was fifteen years 
younger than Swift! Still, the two loved for life despite their difference in age.  
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Colonization 101 

By: Mariah Schultz  

 
Colonization tends to be a time in history where we don’t like to 
acknowledge it happened. But along with the rest of times in 
history that make us uncomfortable, it’s necessary to understand 
in order to reflect on the past and how it’s affected the present.  
 
By its very definition, colonization refers to the action or process 
of settling among and establishing control over the indigenous 
people of an area. For us, this has a tie in Gulliver’s arrival in 
Lilliput way back when. He serves as a popular form of 
colonization that existed in British imperialism, where they took 
over indigenous lands and very brutally forced people to adapt to 
their own ways. And it takes two to tango as Lilliput has colonist 
tendencies as well in forcing Gulliver to adapt to their ways of life 
and have him help them expand their ways and influence to other 
countries.  
 
But with this history and with Lilliput being a land now trying to be a part of the New World, what sort 
of effects does it leave us with today? Let’s hear from an expert who can give us some insight on what 
colonization does to a country and how it can still affect us today.  
 
Excerpts from “Effects of Colonization” By Sandra Maker: 
 
Colonial and Soviet Expansionism 
 
Around the world today, intractable conflict is found in many areas that were once colonized or controlled by 
Western European or Soviet powers (i.e., Africa, the Balkans, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, South America). The 
source of many of these protracted conflicts, in large part, lies in past colonial or Soviet policies, and especially 
those regarding territorial boundaries, the treatment of indigenous populations, the privileging of some groups 
over others, the uneven distribution of wealth, local governmental infrastructures, and the formation of 
non-democratic or non-participatory governmental systems. 
 
During these periods of expansion, Western European and Soviet powers formed new colonial multiethnic 
provinces (e.g., Rhodesia, French Indonesia, German East Africa) and satellite states (e.g., Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia). They did so with little regard for the people living in the newly controlled areas, or for existing 
geographic or cultural boundaries. Populations that had previously identified themselves as distinct, based on 
their cultural, ethnic, and/or religious heritage, were forced to unify under a single national identity.  
 
 

 
 

19 



 
 
 

Issues Affecting Postcolonial and Post-Soviet States 
 
By the 1960s, after years of fighting for independence, most Western colonial territories (e.g., India, Indonesia, 
Algeria) had gained self-rule. Sovereignty, however, did not bring with it freedom from imperialist influences. 
Colonial legacies were visible in the desire of the new governments to keep the boundaries that were created 
during colonial times, in the promotion of ethnic rivalry, in the continuation of inhumane and unjust actions 
against minority populations, and in the practice of distributing the country's resources in an uneven manner. 
Also, after being under foreign rule for decades, newly independent governments often lacked governmental 
institutions, good governance skills, and the governing experience needed to effectively rule their newly 
sovereign nations. In most cases, the transition from colonial province to independent state was a violent and 
arduous journey. 
 

Issues of particular importance included: 

Boundaries 
 
...Many of the leaders and governments of postcolonial and post-Soviet states have fought to keep the territorial 
boundaries created by past imperialist governments. As a result, a number of boundary conflicts have arisen 
within post-colonial and post-Soviet territories.  
 
Ethnic Rivalry/Group Status 
 
Colonial and Soviet powers often created situations that encouraged ethnic rivalry...This practice of favoring one 
group, or of giving one group a higher status in colonial society, created and promoted inter-group rivalries. 
 
Unequal Distribution of Resources 
 
Favored or privileged groups had access to, or control of, important resources that allowed them to enrich their 
members, at the expense of nonmembers.  
 
Today, many post-colonial and post-Soviet states continue the practice of favoring one group over others, 
whether it be a minority European settler population (as in South Africa), a minority European alliance group (e.g., 
Lebanon, Syria, Rwanda, Burundi) or an internal ethnic group (e.g., India). 
 
Human Rights 
 
Unjust policies subjected colonized populations to the loss of their lands, resources, cultural or religious 
identities, and sometimes even their lives.  
 
Today, many post-colonial and post-Soviet governments have adopted unjust colonial practices and policies as 
a means to preserve their dominant status. Rights with regards to traditional lands, resources, and cultural 
language are denied to many populations, as groups that were marginalized under colonial occupation continue 
to be marginalized under postcolonial governments... 
 
Lack of Governmental Institutions, Skills, and Experience 
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For the most part, colonial and Soviet satellite societies were repressive and undemocratic in nature. Domestic 
governmental systems and structures were controlled and operated either from abroad or by a select domestic, 
privileged group. Consequently, when liberation came, these states lacked the internal structures, institutions, 
and egalitarian way of thinking needed to create good governance systems. The result is that many postcolonial 
and post-Soviet states, although independent, are still ruled by repressive and restrictive regimes. For example, 
Melber (2002) states, "(t)he social transformation processes in Zimbabwe, Namibia, and South Africa can at best 
be characterized as a transition from controlled change to changed control." 
 
Conclusion 
 
...It is vital that those wishing to transform or resolve protracted conflict, acknowledge the past, and take into 
account the effects past imperialist policies continue to have on today's post-colonial and post-Soviet societies. 
 
 
It’s interesting to draw the parallels in that the issues that came into conflict during the time of 
colonization plague the citizens of Lilliput as they try to assimilate into a more modern society.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read More Here:  

 
Maker, Sandra. "Effects of Colonization." Beyond Intractability. Ed. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. 
Conflict Research Consortium, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, USA. 1 Nov 2003. Web. Mar 1 
2017. 
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Take a Break!: Reading as Escape 

By: Mariah Schultz  

 
As much as we all love some good old b-ball, even pros need a break. And while there’s television, 
conversation, and rest to pass the time sometimes you’re looking for something a little more engaging.  
 
Reading can be a great way to take you away from not only the game for a little bit, but also Lilliput. It’s 
your own world, a private escape, and a way for you to truly get in touch with yourself and emotions. 
Check out these recommendations from your teammates below! 

 
Pippin’s Pick  
 
Gulliver’s Travels By: Jonathan Swift  
 
Pippin would definitely recommend this to all Lilliputians as it is a cautionary 
tale as Lilliput transitions in democracy. It’s a comedic light read in seeing 
Gulliver mocked, tortured, and venturing on the sea. Pippin likes it for Gulliver’s 
traveling on the water, as he feels a closeness with the sea and the sense of 
escape. Pippin also especially likes the part where they shoot arrows in 
Gulliver’s body.  
 

 
Michael Jordan’s Must-Read 
 
Romeo and Juliet By: William Shakespeare  
 
Michael Jordan finds himself in Romeo as well as sees Phil Jackson in him as 
well. Michael is drawn to the complexities that plague Romeo in being a young, 
complicated man as he searches for purpose, and ultimately love. Michael 
definitely recommends this read in it explores a world he feels connected to. 
It’s a world where family is disconnected from who you are and who you want 
to be, and how acceptance can come from those you would least expect. Plus, 
names don’t define who you are which he feels is pretty awesome.  

 
Mrs. Horton’s Hot Pick 
 
Horton Hears a Who By: Dr. Seuss 
 
This may seem a bit self-indulgent on her part, but Mrs. Horton does 
strongly recommend this book to all. Though written specifically for 
children, it can be very stirring for adults in the ideas of tolerance 
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amongst others, the embracing of another’s culture, and fighting for rights of all both big and small.  
And as she says, it is a story that you’ll love if you’re into unexpected friendships, stories where things 
end up being unchanged, and of course happy endings.  
 
Male Reporter and Female Reporter’s Recommendation 
 
Anna and the King of Siam By: Margaret Landon  
 
Though the The King and I cruise line is quite the rage now as well as the 
beloved musical, both the reporters still feel there is merit in going back to 
the original story of Anna and the King of Siam. The story is one of 
understanding another’s culture and how despite cultural differences, 
peace and unity can be found. Once we begin to make the effort to 
understand as well as being open to try others’ customs, nothing can stop 
people from coming together. Though the reporters have only read the 
SparkNotes version and probably fell asleep while reading it (and therefore 
missed how to be more sensitive and respectful of another culture), they 
still highly recommend it! 
 
Phil’s Guilty Pleasure Picks 

 
King Lear By: William Shakespeare and The Interpretation of Dreams By 
Sigmund Freud  
 
Being President-elect and coach of your country’s basketball team can be a 
lot to juggle which is why Phil Jackson needs as many experts to turn to as he 
can. Phil’s first pick is a story he relates to in the title character’s descent into 
madness which he himself grapples with himself in his continued losses of 
basketball games.  
 
The second one comes from Phil’s fascination with 
dreams whose fascination seems to spread across the 
entire island. The reporters bring up the ideas of the 

Unconscious Mind, Michael Jordan brings up the different kinds of dreams, and 
Pippin even reveals his own dreams. It quickly becomes a subject that everyone is 
drawn to in trying to figure out what they truly desire. Also the general lack of 
sleep helps lead you to read about dreams when you’re having so many of them!  
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Magic and Bird’s Musical Must-Have 
 
Brigadoon Book and Lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner Music: Frederick Loewe 
 
It’s always good to read up on your competition! Magic and Bird 
definitely feel they benefitted from reading up on the citizens of the 
famous legend of Brigadoon before facing them in their final game. 
Since it is a musical, they looked at both the book of the show as well 
as got to listen to the musical selections that accompany it. A story 
based on a location that isn’t listed on a map, involves complicated 
love, dreams and miracles, remind you of anywhere else?  
 
 
 
 

Lilli’s Loveable Pick 
 
Winnie the Pooh By: A. A Milne  
 
Lilli has recently been inspired by her mother, Mrs. Horton’s, reading 
suggestions. Starting with Seuss and now she finds herself drawn to Winnie 
the Pooh. Following the tales of Winnie the Pooh and his group of friends, 
she is always drawn by their new adventures. And since Lilli has big 
aspirations for her basketball career, it also doesn’t hurt to start reading 
about possible locations where she could be drafted to next. The Hundred 
Acre Woods sounds right up her alley, but for now she delights in reading 
about it from her home in Lilliput. 
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Michael Jordan Biography 

Biography.com  
Michael Jordan is a former American basketball player who led the Chicago Bulls to six 
NBA championships and won the Most Valuable Player Award five times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synopsis 

American basketball star Michael Jordan was born on February 17, 1963, in Brooklyn, New York. Jordan 
left college after his junior year to join the NBA. Drafted by the Chicago Bulls, he helped the team make 
it to the playoffs. For his efforts there, Jordan received the NBA Rookie of the Year Award. With five 
regular-season MVPs and three All-Star MVPs, Jordan became the most decorated player in the NBA. 

Early Life 

Professional basketball player, Olympic athlete, businessperson, actor. Born on February 17, 1963, in 
Brooklyn, New York. Considered one of the best basketball players ever, Michael Jordan dominated the 
sport from the mid-1980s to the late 1990s. He led the Chicago Bulls to six National Basketball 
Association championships, and earned the NBA's Most Valuable Player Award five times. 

Growing up in Wilmington, North Carolina, Jordan developed a competitive edge at an early age. He 
wanted to win every game he played. As his father James later noted, "What he does have is a 
competition problem. He was born with that ... the person he tries to outdo most of the time is 
himself." 

Jordan enrolled at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1981 and soon became an important 
member of the school's basketball team. His team won the NCAA Division I championships in 1982 with 
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Jordan scoring the final basket needed to defeat Georgetown University. He was also singled out as the 
NCAA College Player of the Year in 1983 and in 1984. 

During the summer of 1984, Jordan made his first appearance at the Olympic Games as a member of 
the U.S. Olympic basketball team. The team won the gold at the games that year, which were held in Los 
Angeles. Jordan later helped the American team bring home the gold medal at the 1992 Olympic Games, 
held in Barcelona, Spain. 

NBA Superstar 

Jordan left college after his junior year to join the NBA. Drafted by the Chicago Bulls, he soon proved 
himself on the court. He helped the team make it to the playoffs and scored an average of 28.2 points 
per game that season. For his efforts, Jordan received the NBA Rookie of the Year Award and was 
selected for the All-Star Game. 

In 1985, he finished his bachelor's degree in geography and continued to play basketball professionally. 
While his second season was marred by injury, Jordan was breaking new ground on the court during the 
1986-1987 season. He became the first player since Wilt Chamberlin to score more than 3,000 points 
in a single season. The following season, Jordan received his first Most Valuable Player Award from 
NBA—an honor he would earn four more times in 1991, 1992, 1996, and 1998. 

By the late 1980s, the Chicago Bulls was quickly becoming a force to be reckoned with, and Jordan was 
an instrumental part of the team's success. The Bulls made it to the Eastern Conference Finals in 1990 
and won their first NBA championship the following year by defeating the Los Angeles Lakers. A rising 
NBA superstar, Jordan became known for his power and agility on the court as well as for his leadership 
abilities. He eventually landed several endorsement deals with such companies as Nike, which further 
pushed him into the spotlight. 

In 1992, the Chicago Bulls beat the Portland Trail Blazers to win their second NBA championship. The 
team took their third championship the following year, dominating in the basketball world. Jordan, 
however, had other things on his mind. He lost his father, James, to an act of violence after the end of 
the 1992-93 season. Two teenagers shot James Jordan during an apparent robbery and were later 
convicted of the crime. In a move that shocked many, Michael Jordan decided to retire from basketball 
to pursue baseball. He played for a minor league team, the Birmingham Barons, as an outfielder for a 
year. 

Back on the Court 

In March 1995, however, Jordan returned to the basketball court. He rejoined the Chicago Bulls and 
eventually helped them win the championship against the Seattle Sonics in the 1995-96 season. That 
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same year, Jordan made a big splash in another arena—film—as the star of Space Jam (1996). The film 
mixed live action and animation and paired Jordan with cartoon legends Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck on 
screen. 

The following season Jordan came back even stronger, averaging 30.4 points per game. Starting all 82 
games that season, he helped the team finish the regular season with 72 wins and clinch a win in the 
NBA Finals against the Utah Jazz. The two teams faced each other again for the championships in 1998, 
and Jordan helped the Bulls beat them for the second year in a row. 

Retiring after the 1997-98 season, Jordan did not stray from the sport for too long. He joined the 
Washington Wizards as a part owner and as president of basketball operations. In the fall of 2001, 
Jordan relinquished these roles to return the court once more. He played for the Wizards for two 
seasons before hanging up his jersey for good in 2003. 

Personal Life and Legacy 

In 2006, Jordan bought a share of the Charlotte Bobcats and joined the team's executive ranks as its 
managing member of basketball operations. He experienced some personal changes that same year, 
ending his 17-year marriage to wife Juanita Vanoy. The couple divorced in December 2006. They had 
three children together during the course of their marriage: Jeffrey, Marcus and Jasmine. 

The following year, Michael Jordan made news—this time as the father of an up-and-coming college 
basketball player. His eldest son, Jeffrey Jordan, made the team at the University of Illinois. Both 
Michael Jordan and his ex-wife Juanita have supported their son and tried to help him deal with 
playing in the shadow of a NBA legend. "He wants to be a basketball player, but he wants to do it on 
his own terms ...The thing that we have tried to tell Jeff is that you set your own expectations. By no 
means in this world can you ever live up someone else's expectations of who you are," Michael Jordan 
said during an appearance on the Today show. 

In April 2009, Jordan received one of basketball's greatest honors: He was inducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. Attending the induction ceremony was a bittersweet affair for 
Jordan because being at the event meant "your basketball career is completely over," he explained. 

While he may not be playing on the court, Jordan remains active in his sport. He became the majority 
owner of the Charlotte Bobcats in 2010 and serves as the team's chairman. And improving the team's 
less-than-stellar record seems to be Jordan's number one priority these days. He told ESPN in 
November 2012 that "I don't anticipate getting out of this business. My competitive nature is I want to 
succeed. It's always been said that when I can't find a way to do anything, I will find a way to do it." 
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Outside of his work with the Charlotte Bobcats, Jordan is involved in a number of business ventures, 
including several restaurants. He also does a lot for charity, including hosting the annual golf event 
known as the Michael Jordan Celebrity Invitational. 

In 2016, Jordan was presented with a Presidential Medal of Freedom honor by Barack Obama.  

Jordan married 35-year-old Cuban-American model Yvette Prieto on April 27, 2013, in Palm Beach, 
Florida. Tiger Woods, Spike Lee and Patrick Ewing, among other celebrities, reportedly attended the 
wedding ceremony. The couple welcomed twin daughters, Victoria and Ysabel, in February 2014. 
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Michael Jordan: Legacy, What is a Legacy? 

By: Mariah Schultz  
 
Air Jordan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Jordan teamed up with Nike in 1984 to give him his own brand of merchandise. The line is still 
popular today and can be recognized by its famous logo with a man jumping in the air with a basketball 
in hand.  
 
 
Space Jam  
 
Michael Jordan is also known for starring in the 1996 classic film Space Jam, 
where he plays himself in order to help the Looney Tunes characters win a 
basketball game. The movie won a Grammy for R. Kelly’s Best Original Song, 
“I Believe I Can Fly.” The film also starred many famous names including Bill 
Murray and Larry Bird as themselves. It received mixed reviews, but was a 
box office success and is still to this day the highest grossing basketball 
film of all time.  
 
 
Michael Jordan’s Steakhouse 
 
In 1997, Michael Jordan opened Michael Jordan’s Steakhouse in 
New York. Since then, there have also been openings in 
Connecticut and Chicago. There are no sports memorabilia on 
display here, just steaks, sauces and good old company. Jordan 
wanted to focus on being a businessman, not a basketball star 
with his new business venture. 
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Crying Jordan meme  
 
Michael Jordan became even more popular with a 
meme that spread like wildfire in 2012 till 2016. The 
still was taken during a speech Jordan gave in 2009 
when he was inducted into the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. Jordan is quoted as finding humor in the meme 
along with everyone else. Barack Obama even joked 
about it when he presented Jordan with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2016.  
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The Name Game: The Complete Opposite of Who You Are, But Everything You Have 

to Live Up To!  

By: Mariah Schultz  

 
When playing basketball, it’s important to know your teammates. If one of the players has the same 
name or number, it’s important to clear up any sort of confusion that may arise. So this is a who’s who 
of everyone on our team. Mind you this isn’t actually about you, but the actual famous figures you have 
been named after. No pressure!  
 

 
Dubbed by the NBA as literally “the greatest basketball player 
of all time”, Michael Jordan  is pretty legit. He’s a six-time 
NBA champion, has won two Olympic gold medals, has been 
compared to God in disguise, and his middle name is Jeffrey 
so he’s really got a lot going for him. 
 
But other than that, he’s probably most famous for his 
sneakers Air Jordans and the 1996 classic where he really 
rose to fame in Space Jam. Magic Johnson is quoted as saying 
that, "There's Michael Jordan and then there is the rest of 
us."  
 
 

Phil Jackson  is no joke. He has won nine NBA titles, tying 
with Red Auerbach for most of all time. He’s guided many 
teams to victory, including the Los Angeles Lakers and 
Chicago Bulls. He’s known both as a player and coach for 
his success in adaptability. When he played, “As a 
basketball player in the 1970s, he adopted the New York 
Knicks' unselfish, team-oriented style of play”.  
 
Jackson was coach of the Chicago Bulls where a little star 
named Michael Jordan was rising up in the 1989-90 off season. Under his coaching, the team and his 
assistant Tex Winter, came up with a new strategy known as the triangle offense, allowing any of the 
five players to shoot. But when time began to tick down on the scoreboard, it also allowed Jordan to 
come in to create his own shot and score. Due to the combination of Jackson’s coaching, Jordan’s skill, 
and their strategy, the Bulls had their best season that year. 
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Magic Johnson was full of accolades throughout his 
career including being with the championed Los 
Angeles Lakers for thirteen years. He is associated with 
the term “triple-double” being incorporated into 
basketball (though historically he was not the first to do 
it). He was known particularly for his passing skills in 
his love of risk and unpredictability: “When defenders 
expected him to pass, he shot. When they expected him 
to shoot, he passed”. “"Magic is head-and-shoulders 

above everybody else," Larry Bird once observed in the Chicago Sun-Times. "I've never seen [anybody] as 
good as him"”. 
 
Johnson was given the nickname “Magic” when a sports writer saw him in high school playing a game. 
At 15 years old, he had scored 36 points through assists and his own shots. When he was just a college 
sophomore on the Michigan State Spartans, he and his team defeated Larry Bird’s Indiana State team in 
1979.  
 
After playing for many years and having a successful career of stardown, Johnson expressed how, “"It's 
never been my dream to coach. I want to own, to be a businessman. You've got to chase your dreams." 
Johnson got his wish in June 1994, when he purchased a share of the Lakers and became a part-owner” 
Johnson later did make a comeback on the court as well.  
 
 

Known as reckless and undoubtedly the bad boy of basketball, Larry Bird lived and breathed the game. 
Nothing could stand in his way on a court. Not other players, press tables, or even crowds as Bird was 
known for even making shots with his eyes closed because he knew he was that good. 
 
Bird played with the Boston Celtics for 
thirteen seasons. He was known for being 
confident, but still classy, wanting to bring 
out the best in his other teammates 
besides himself. His skills were undeniable 
and unmatched that is of course except 
for, “Among Bird's contemporaries, 
perhaps only, Earvin "Magic" Johnson was 
considered a better passer, a player who he 
would inextricably be linked with forever”.  
 
After retiring from basketball, he became a coach for the Indiana Pacers. After he grew bored of that, 
he then opened his own hotel/restaurant Larry Bird’s Boston Connection that is still open today. 
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Scottie Pippen is a seven-time All-Star and is best known for being a 
key player in the Chicago Bull’s success in the NBA championships in 
the 1990s. He also is noted as the second-best player on the Chicago 
Bulls to the acclaimed Michael Jordan. It’s been said that, “Pippen may 
never get his due. Like with the chicken and the egg conundrum, the 
question may always remain how much of Pippen's success was a 
result of his association with Jordan.” 
 
He also was quoted by Chicago sports writer Sam Smith that:  "Pippen 
was the ultimate supporting player, the perfect complement." When 
he played on the Bulls, he seemed to thrive very well under Phil 
Jackson’s leadership and in collaboration with Michael Jordan. He also 
was able to really shine in the spotlight when Jordan retired in the 90s. 

 
Pippin also refers to the title character in the musical Pippin. The role is a young 
actor that is acknowledged to the audience that he is indeed playing the part of a 
young prince who later becomes king. The story deals with him coming to terms 
with his purpose, his beliefs, and ultimately wanting a simple life in the land and 
with the people he loves. 
 
 
Lilli is named after her home country of Lilliput which we all love and reside in. 
And the country was a symbol of pride before it was even recently rediscovered! 
Lilliput was also known as an area in Ireland. The lake known as Lough Ennell that 
is near Mullingar, Ireland has a main river (the River Brosna) that enters on the 
Mullingar side and exits on an area known as Lilliput (originally “Nure”). 
 
Lilliput as well as the Lilliput House were frequent places 
where some author named Jonathan Swift was said to 
visit. He noticed how much smaller people looked on the 
other side from Lilliput. The house no longer remains, 
but instead is Lilliput Adventure Centre. There is a park 
as well as a mini golf course.  
 
The name Lilliput has also been used to describe all new 
sorts of ventures from children’s organizations to 
television brands to even a pop-rock band. The legacy of 
Lilliput continues on even outside of our basketball team!  
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Mrs. Horton’s chosen name by the former 
Empress comes after the title character in Dr. 
Seuss’s Horton Hears a Who. Large elephant 
Horton hears a voice from a speck of dust on a 
plant. Though he can’t see it, he knows there is a 
person there and vows to make sure it stays safe. 
He exclaims at one point, “A person is a person 
no matter how small!” also known as the 
unofficial slogan of Lilliput. The book is known to 
be quite philosophical invested in the idea of 

what constitutes as truth whether through seeing, believing, or feeling. These reasons and exploration 
of human knowledge fall under what is known as epistemology. With a lot of care over those she loves 
and confidence in her ideas, it’s natural why Mrs. Horton would feel drawn to such a character similar 
to herself. 
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